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they who are right, then I undertake to show that neither the loniana
nor any of the other Greeks know how to count. For they all say
that the earth is divided into three parts, Europe, Asia, and Libya,
whereas they ought to add a fourth part, the Delta of Egypt, since
they do not include it either in Asia or Libya.1 For is it not their
theory that the Nile separates Asia from Libya? As the Nile,
therefore, splits in two at the apex of the Delta, the Delta itself must
be a separate country, not contained in either Asia or Libya.
17.    Here I take my leave of the opinions of the lonians, and pro-
ceed to deliver my own sentiments  on these subjects.     I  consider
Egypt to be the whole country inhabited by the Egyptians, just as
Cilicia is the tract occupied by the Cilicians, and Assyria that pos-
sessed by the Assyrians.    And I regard the only proper boundary-
line between Libya and Asia to be that which is marked out by the
Egyptian frontier.    For if we take the boundary-line commonly re-
ceived by the Greeks,2 we must regard Egypt as divided, along its
whole length from Elephantine and the Cataracts to Cercasorus, into
two parts, each belonging to a different portion of the world, one to
Asia, the other to Libya; since the Nile divides Egypt in two from
the Cataracts to the sea, running as far as the city of Cercasorus in
a single stream,  but at that point separating  into three  branches,
whereof the one which bends eastward is called the Pelusiac mouth,
and that which  slants  to the  west,  the   Canobic.     Meanwhile  the
straight course of the stream, which comes  down  from the upper
country and meets the apex of the Delta, continues on, dividing the
Delta down the middle, and empties itself into the sea by a mouth,
which is as celebrated, and carries as large a body of water, as most
of the others, the mouth called the Sebennytic.    Besides these there
are two other mouths which run out of the Sebennytic called respec-
tively the Saitic and the Mendesian.    The Bolbitine mouth, and the
Bucolic, are not natural branches, but channels made by excavation,
18.    My judgment as to the extent of Egypt is confirmed by an
oracle delivered at the shrine of Ammon, of which I had no knowl-
edge of all until after I had formed my opinion.    It happened that
the people of the cities Marea3 and Apis, who live in the part of
Egypt that borders on Libya, took a dislike to the religion usages
of the country concerning sacrificial animals, and wished no longer to
be restricted from eating the flesh of cows.*    So, as they believed
1 Though Egypt really belongs to the continent of Africa, the inhabi-
tants were certainly of Asiatic origin.
aThat is, the course of the Nile.
3 The town of Marea stood near the lake to which it gave the name
Mareotis. It was celebrated for the wine produced in its vicinity.
* Though oxen were lawful food to the Egyptians, cows and heifers
were forbidden to be killed, either for the altar or the table, being con-
gecrated (not as Herodotus states, ch. 41, to Isis, but as Strabo says) to